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the sacred mystery of the TRINITY is evinced beyond doubt, by the following passage in his private devotions :
' O LORD, hear my prayer [prayers], for JESUS CHRIST'S sake ; to whom with thee and the HOLY GHOST, three persons and one GOD, be all honour and glory, world without end, Amen '.'
BOSWELL. ' Pray, Mr. Dilly, how does Dr. Leland's2 History of Ireland sell?' JOHNSON, (bursting forth with a generous indignation,) ' The Irish are in a most unnatural state ; for we see there the minority prevailing over the majority3. There is no instance, even in the ten persecutions4, of such severity as that which the protestants of Ireland have exercised against the Catholicks1. Did we tell them we have conquered them, it would be above board : to punish them by confiscation and other penalties, as rebels, was monstrous injustice5. King William was not their lawful sovereign : he had not been acknowledged by the Parliament of Ireland, when they appeared in arms against him.'
I here suggested something favourable of the Roman Catholicks. TOPLADY. ' Does not their invocation of saints suppose omnipresence in the saints ?' JOHNSON. ' No, Sir ; it supposes only pluri-presencc, and when spirits are divested of matter, it seems probable that they should see with more extent than when in an embodied state. There is, therefore, no approach to an invasion of any of the divine attributes, in the invocation of saints. But I think it is will-worship, and presumption. I see no command for it, and therefore think it is safer not to practise it6.'
He and Mr. Langton and I went together to THE CLUB, where we found Mr. Burke, Mr. Garrick, and some other members, and
1  Pr. and Med. p. 40.   BOSWELL.      verse fortunes of the church, from
2  Sec ante, i. 489.                             the ago of Nero to that of Diocle-
3  ' In England,' wrote Burke, ' the     tian.     The   ingenious   parallels   of Roman Catnolics arc a sect; in Ire-     the ten plagues  of Egypt, and o( land they are a nation.'     Burke's     the ten horns   of  the Apocalypse, Carres, iv. 89.                                       first  suggested  this  calculation  to
4  'The celebrated number of ten     their minds.'   Gibbon's Decline and persecutions lias been determined by     Fall, ch. xvi, ed. 1807, ii. 370.
the ecclesiastical writers of the fifth        5 See ante, ii. 121, 130. century, who possessed a more dis-        6 See ante, ii. 105, tinct view of the prosperous or ad-
amongst                                                                                        |
